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ABSTRACT

Zhelizko, A. B. Translation of Baroque Compositions for Button
accordion: The Performative Aspect Qualifying academic work submitted as a
manuscript Dissertation for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in Specialty 025
Music Art. Ukrainian National Tchaikovsky Academy of Music, Ministry of
Culture of Ukraine. Kyiv2026.

The dissertation is devoted to the study of the process of arranging Baroque
era compositions for the converter accordion from a performance perspective. Thi
research material comprises representative examples of Baroque keyboarc
polyphonic, organ,and orchestral music that have become established in
contemporary concert and pedagogical practice. The process of arrangement
examined within the context of the evolution of the accordion repertoire and
through the prism of the principles of Histotigdnformed Performance (HIP).

The relevance of the research topistems from the fact that Baroque
compositions constitute a significant part of the contemporary accordion repertoire
although the instrument itself was never part of the Baroque insttahteadition.

A review of the scholarly literature related to the subject demonstrates the practica
necessity of its comprehensive and systematic investigation. Most studies focu:
either on general issues of Baroque music interpretation or on the gpeaittires

of arranging works for other instruments, such as the bandura, guitar, and others
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At the same time, a systematic examination of the arrangement of Baroque
repertoire specifically for the converter accordion remains largely unexplored. An
analyss of the historical development of this phenomenon provides sufficient
grounds for considering arrangement as an independent form of creative an
performance activity, which should therefore evolve according to its own artistic
and professional principles

Object of the studyi Baroque music in contemporary accordion
performance practice.

Subject of the studyi the performance aspect of arranging Bareerse
compositions for the accordion.

Aim of the studyi to identify and theoretically substantiate trexfprmance
and methodological principles of arranging Baroque compositions for the converter
accordion, taking into account the acoustic and structural capabilities of the
modern instrument.

For the first time in the dissertationa comprehensive scholarlgnd
methodological investigation of the arrangement of Baroque compositions for the
converter accordion as an independent performance and stylistic phenomenon h:e
been undertaken; the principles of textural transformation, timbral modelling, and
dynamic panning of Barogque musical material within accordion performance
practice have been systematized; and a performance concept based on the synthe
of Historically Informed Performance (HIP) principles and creative adaptation has
been substantiated as antiofal strategy for the accordion interpretation of
Baroque repertoire.

Further developed arethe theoretical foundations concerning the nature of
musical arrangement and its specific application to Baroque repertoire, as well a
methodological approaches the analysis of Baroque performance practice in the
context of contemporary instrumenparformance.

The dissertation proposes a distinction between the concepts of arrangemer
and transcription as separate forms of creative practice. The princigaiocrits

the degree of departure from the C (
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preserves the compositional structure and internal logic of the source, whereas
transcription permits a freer treatment of the musical text, potentially involving
alteratons to the logic of the musical material, formal interpretation, textural
organizaibn, and timbral relationships.

The theoretical foundation for theudly is based on the works of
P.Bovkaniuk, M.Davydov, V.Deineha, IDmytruk, M.Dudai, A.Dushnyi,

O. Zharkov, SKaras, M.Oberiukhtin, H.Oleksiv, V.Okhmaniuk,

M. PliushchenkpD. Pshenychnyi, NKhmel, T.Yanytskyi, and others. Important
contributions to the theoretical understanding of Baroque stylistics and
performame practice were provided by JJQuantz, JMattheson, GMuffat,

D. Bartel, E.Bodky, G J.Buelow, A.Dolmetsch, RDonington, H.Kretzschmar,

M. Kresteva, WLandowska, NHarnoncourt, and ASchweitzer. Particular
significance is attached to the works of Ukrainian saisolaf early nasic,
including N.HerasymovaPersydska, THusarchuk, OZhukova,

V. Kachmarchyk, OKosylova, N.Svyrydenko, NSikorska, SSolanskyi,

O. ShadrinaLychak,S. Shabaltina, and .abulina.

The studies that proved mo sconceptualf | u
framework include MDavydovads Theoretical Fol
Instumental Works for Accordion, Ol ek si vds The Genre
Contemporary Accordion Art, Yanyt skyi 6s Theoretica
Arrangement D Musical Waks for Bandura, NKhmel 6s Speci fi
Barogue Mug Arrangements for Bandura, Y2.ei ne haos Met hc
Arranging Symphonic Works for Bo Instrument Orchestra, and @.h ar k o v
Artistic Translation inMusic: Problems and Solutions.

The reseah identifies the principal trends in the development of the
accordion and emphasizes the importance of improvements in its construction fo
the emergence of arrangement as a distinct genre. The appearance of the mul
timbral converter accordion, togethevith the modernization of instruments
produced by leading contemporary manufacturers such as Borsini, Bugari, anc

Pigini, created the conditions necessary for the full realization of polyphonic
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texture, refined voice leading, and timbral differentiatibraces characteristic of
seventeenthand eighteentcentury organkeyboard, and orchestral music.

The conceptual core of the dissertation consists in defining the principal
categories of original Baroque compositions suitable for arrangement for the
converter accordion. The first category includes keyboard works, represented by
D.Scarlat i 6 s S o nvajora K. 162 Th& second comprises keyboard
polyphont compositions, specifically $.Bach ds pr el udes anc
Well-Tempered Clavier, exaplified by the Prelude and Fugue ins@arp Major
from Book I. The third category encompasses organ music, examined througt
Johann Pachel be Mams, P.8¢h ahe tourth eategony coRsists of
orchestral wor ks, r e pr eoscertotLa grimévgra An -
(ASpringo) fr onm L(eld Tohuea tFtorudB. sSteaagsioon s 0 )

The process of arranging the selected compositions revealed a number o
factors essential for understanding the specific realization of musical texts within a
new instumental medium. Depending on the degree of fidelity to the original,
stable and mobile expressive elements of a musical work are distinguished. Stabl
elements include mode, harmony, melody, polyphony, meter and rhythm, anc
overall architectonics. These mponents constitute the artistic conception and
figurative content of the work and remain unchanged. Mobile elements include
timbre, articulation, dynamics, agogics, tempo, and performance techniques. Thes
are subject to instrumental adaptation accordmdghe technical and expressive
capabilities of the accordion. Thidassification is grounded in MDa v y d o v C
methodological principles, according to which the intonatikseshantic core,
genre nature, and compositional logic of a work remain constargreas the
means of their sonic realization may urgtesubstantial transformation.

The performanceriented approach presupposes that new interpretative
solutions emerge within a unified methodological framework. Among the universal
requirements applicabl® all arrangements is a thorough understanding of the

structural and acoustic characteristics of both the source instrument and the
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receiving instrument. More specific conditions depend upon the sonic and
technical features of elatype of original compstion.

In arranging keyboard music, particular attention is given to the timbral
distribution of texture between the rigland lefthand manuals of the accordion,
the preservation of polyphonic clarity, and the careful consideration of fingering as
anngsitrument of performance thinkingo
original is reinterpreted. To address the technical challenges specific to accordior
performance, various fingering techniques are employed, including finger
substitution, glissado (sliding across adjacent buttons toward the edge of the
keyboard), finger replacement on sustained notes, the use of the thumbna
phalanx, rolling from one phalanx to another, playing two notes with a single
finger, andthe use of the lefhand thumb.

In arranging organ works, one of the principal criteria is the preservation of
acoustic affinity between the organ and the accordion. This makes it possible tc
recreate the organ principle of timbral variation through combinations of accordion
registers. A the same time, the limited pitch range of the accordion and certain
structural constraints justify the elimination of octave doublings and the
redistribution of voices between manuaddour- and fivepart textures.

The specific nature of arranging osedtral music for accordion lies in
recreating the timbral individuality of orchestral sound through the combination of
finger and bellows articulation, analogous to bowing techniques on string
instruments. Bellows tremolo, for example, may imitate spiccato d ®t ac h ®
tenuto can reproduce the sustained sonority of the orchestral bass groug
Furthermore, the orchestral dramatic relationship between solo and tutti section:
may be conveyed througimibral and registral contrasts.

Particular importance isttributed to bellows articulation as a fundamental
expressive resource in the accordion performance of Baroque music. Througt
bellows control, various articulatory patterns, dynamic contrasts, and meaningful
caesuras are realized, enriching performanitle mew expressive possibilities. In

addition, the Baroque concept of affect functions as a key organizing principle of
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musical thought, whereby all elements of musical language are subordinated to th
creation of a coherent emotional and performatiae st

A separate chapter of the dissertation is devoted to the systematization o
principles governing the performance realization of Baroque music on the
accordion. These principles are grouped into five interconnected components
timbratdynamic models, adulation, ornamentation, rhythm (particularly the
practice of notes iIin®gal es), and tem
Barogue music serves a semantic and structural function, and that its selectio
depends not on a simplified relationshiptween tempo and articulation but on a
complex interaction of tempo, intervallic structure, rhythmic organization, and the
function of a voice within the polyphonic texture.

The principles distinguishing essential ornamentation (Wesentliche Manieren)
fromar bitrary ornamentation (Wil k¢hrl
examples from the works of 3.Bach, G.F. Handel, and FCouperin, together
with an examination of historical systems for the notation and execution of
ornaments. The dissertath al so demonstrates the a
various national traditions, functioning as a formative stylistic factor in the French
school and as a more restrained practice in the German traditeoming upon the
treatises of JJ.Quantz ad the studies of NHarnoncourt and EBodky, the
research argues that Baroque tempo indications primarily conveyed character
affect, and type of motion rather than a fixed metronomic speed. Consequently
tempo is determined by texture, mefrigsthmic oganiation, and rhythmic
pulsation.

The dissertation further develops the concept of synthesizing Historically
Informed Performance (HIP) with creative adaptation as an optimal strategy for
interpreting Baroque repertoire on the converter accordion. Tiedrprinciples
concerning the distinction between stable and mobile elements of musical texts ar
refined; the evolution of accordion arrangement is traced from the literal
adaptations of the 1930s and 1940s to contemporary analytical and artistic

reconsgructions; and a portion of the Baroque accordion repertoire is introduced
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into scholarly discourse through a systematic performance analysis
arrangements of works by Bcarlatti, JS.Bach, JPachelbel, and A/ivaldi.
Methodological recommendatiorsre proposed regarding bellows articulation,
fingering, articulatory variety, and timbredgister relationships in the pemance

of Baroque repertoire.

The study contributes to the advancement of research on the arrangement ¢
Barogue music for the cwarter accordion and outlines prospects for further
development in this field. The compositions selected for analysis represent only &
small part of the extensive corpus of Baroque arrangements existing within
contemporary musical culture. Future reseasicbuld therefore expand the range
of source materials to reflect the genre diversity of Baroque music and further
investigate the influence of arrangement on the formation of performance
principles and the enrichmeof the accordion repertoire.

Keywords: musical performance, concert and stage activity, performing
mastery of the musiciamterpreter, musical work, orchestra, repertoire, Baroque
music, early music, interpretation, performance abilities and skills, artistry, artistic
concept trangation, dyramics, articulation, ornamentation, rhythm, tempatfdn

accordion
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