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ABSTRACT

Tang Gaosijia. The piano works of Lei Liang in the context of the
composer's syncretic musical thinking Qualification scientific work as a
manuscript.

Thesis for thescientific degree of Doctor of Philosophy in the speciality
0257 «Musical Art» (ield of knowledge 027 «Culture and Art»).The
P.l. TchaikovskyNational Music Academy of Ukraine, Ministry of Cultuoé
Ukraine, Kyiv, 2026.

Contemporary academic music is increasingly understood as a space of
interaction among cultural experiences, modes of thinking, and models of
| i stening, in which the issue of ndinf]
organization of artistic thking. In this context, the work of the American

composer of Chinese origin Lei Liang ( , b. 1972) assumes particular

significance. For him, music functions not only as a sphere of aesthetic expression
but also as a form of intellectual and ethical reitect His creative output
encompasses operatic, orchestral, chamber, vocal, and piano genres, as well as
electroacoustic music; at the same time, the composer engages in active scholarly
and educational work which, together with his compositional pradtcens a
uni fied field of Amusic and thinkingo
The unity of artistic, intellectual, and ethical dimensions as a defining
featur e of Lei Li angéds compositional
appropriate to examine his work through the prism of syncretism. In
contemporary humanities discourse, theaggualization of syncretism extends
beyond its earlier use as a historidakcriptive term associated with archaic
cultural forms and is understood as an analytical category that designates the
multidimensional unity of an artistic whole without reducihgp the sum of its
individual components. Of fundamental importance in this context is the

distinction between syncretism and synthesis: whereas synthesis presupposes the
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integration of already autonomous elements, syncretism denotes a state of internal
co-presence of different dimensions within a single process, in which
differentiation is preserved but no longer functions as the determining principle
of the organizationfahe whole.

Within this analytical framework, particular significance is attached to the
comparison of the Western logieadnceptual model of thinking with the Chinese
imagebased, processriented tradition ofxiang thinking, oriented toward
perceptual experience, nsnbstantiality, and the processual apprehension of
whol eness. Anal ysis of Lei Li angbs pi
cul tur al paradigm in his iMesi ¢ saheame
Is not realized as stylistic eclecticism. Instead, cultural layers in his music undergo
a process of deep abstraction, formin
which the AEasterno el ement exists no
governingthe organization of time, silence, timbre, and listening.

Within this methodological context, the relevance of the present study is
determined by several factors. First, Lei Liang represents a new generation of
composers in the era of globalization, whose creative work is associated with a
profound rethinking ofChinese intellectuahesthetic tradition and Western
university culture. Second, his music reveals a distinctive type of artistic
wholeness that cannot be adequately described solely in terms of stylistic, generic,
or compositional features, since its kaypcesses unfold at the level of musical
thinking, where cultural memory, philosophies of perception, ethical positioning,
and sound organization interact. Thir
work within English and Chinesdéanguage discourse r esear ch on hi
remains largely fragmentary and focuses primarily on individual works or
conceptual aspects of his music. Lei |
important component of his artistic output, has not yet been subjected to

systematic analysis as a coherent space of syncretic musical thinking. This
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circumstance necessitates the i ntroduc
set of problems into Ukrainian musicological scholarship.

The object of researchs Lei Liangs piano works.

The subject of researchs the syncretism of Lei Liardg musical thinking.

The aim of the studyis to identify and comprehend the syncretism of Lei
Liangs musical thinking based on his piano works as a holistic artistic
phenomenon formed at the intersection of Chinese figurative and philosophical
traditions and Western logical and conceptual models of compositional thinking.

The scientific novelty of the studylies in the fact that Ukrainian
musicology has introduced Lei Liang, one of the leading composers of our time,
into Ukrainian scientific discourse for the first time; comprehensive research has
been conducted on Lei Liang's piano works from 1999 to 28&7pplication of
the concept of syncretism as an analytical category of musical thinking has been
substantiated, allowing us to understand the composer's consciousness as a form
of internal unity of different types ohinking; the specifics of the syncretism of
Lei Liang's musical thinking, which is formed in the interaction of the Chinese
figurative-philosophical tradition of Xiang thinking and Western logical
conceptual models, without reducing one tradition to ampliaee been revealed;
the key concepts of Lei Liang's compositional thinking (monophonic polyphony,
breathing, shadows, transformation) as organic components of his musical
expression; it has been shown that Lei Liang's piano works are an integral part of
the holistic artistic space of his thinking, in which syncretism is realized through
the integration of different ways of listening, sound organization, and cultural
memory.

Chapter 1, AThe Phenomenon of Sync
Arti sti c dstablishesithg theometical and methodological foundation
of the study and defines syncretism as a key analytical category for the
examination of Lei Liangbs musi cal t

humanities corpus in subsection 1.1 demonstratgsstncretism is understood
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primarily as an internal principle of semantic and structural unity of the artistic
whole, manifested through poetics and imageryY@emenko), inteartistic
interactions (NDmytrenko), culturakcreative and psychreligious dimensions

(T. Chumachenkqg)as well as a style of thinking that integrates cognitive and
valuebased orientations (Arkhanhelska). At the same time, within the
musicological segment of the national discourse, specialized studies devoted
specifically to syncretism remain scarchwch necessitates r €
musical 06 met hodol ogi cal framewor ks, [
integrally sensuous mode of cognition §hyp) and the notion of the integrative
character of compositional techniques Zbarkov).

In Western humanities discourse of the twentieth century, shaped by
colonial and postcolonial experience, syncretism emerges as a distinct analytical
perspective aimed at understanding citmdtural interaction and the processes of
forming intercultural dentity (E.Parsons, MHerskovits). The application of this
perspective to musical material (Waterman, AMerriam), together with its
Il ntegration with the fAanthropol ogy of
(E. Bruner, W.Dilthey), makes it possle to view cultural syncretism as an
alternative pathway for the formation of creative consciousness under conditions
of intercultural interaction (FRChang).

In subsection 1.2, syncretism is examined within the framework of-cross
cultural processes and types of thinking. A comparison between the Western
logicalconceptual model and the Chinese imtagsed, processriented tradition
of xiang thinking (Dao, Taiji, Qi,xini xing; the practices ofuan and xiang)
demonstrates that the differences between these approaches determine not only
philosophical concepts but also models of creativity and conceptions of artistic
wholeness. Through the example of twentie#itury musical practio@
particularly the work of Chou Wechung, one of the first composers to
demonstrate the possibility of negncretic thinking as an internal compatibility

of different traditions rather than their external juxtaposdidhe study tracethe
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formation of a crossultural compositional consciousness in which the
coexistence of different types of thinking becomes an internal condition of the
artistic whole. It is from this perspective that the present study examines the work
of Lei Liang as a dasequent stage in the development of-sygacretic thinking
within the global cultural space.

Chapter 2, AThe Philosophy and Art.
I ntersection o OTwevoCeldt tomes ndberpretir
creative path as an integral field of interaction among cultural experience, ethical
positioning, and artistic thinking. Subsection 2.1 traces the formation of Lei
Liangds cr eat i v econestofa multidiinandiopal culturallandn  t
historical experience, including his family environment rooted in both Chinese
intellectual tradition and Western university culture; his early engagement with
humanistic thought; the lived experience of the GaltRevolution and the events
of 1989; as well as emigration and education within the American academic
environment. It is demonstrated that within these coordinates music emerges for
the composer from the outset not as an autonomous aesthetic spheseabut a
means of reflecting on historical time, memory, and human responsibility.

Particular attention is given to nannst i t ut i onal f or ms
intellectual formation, notably his many years spent in the household of Rulan
Chao Pian, one of the key figures in American ethnomusicology and sinology of
the second half of the twieth century. Immersion in the tradition of thaqin
engagement with ancient Eastern texts, and communication with representatives
of the Chinese intellectual diaspora shaped a mode of thinking in which listening
becomes a fundamental cognitive act enldlure is understood as a form of being
rather than an object of representati
activity are interpreted as an indivisible unity of lived experience, ethical stance,
and artistic thinking, which provides the falation for his philosophy of

creativity.
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Subsection 2.2 reveals the philosophical and ethical foundations of Lei
Li angbs compositional thinking and sy
monophonic polyphony, shadows, breath, and transformation. It is demonstrated
that these concepts do not ctitose a closed methodological system; rather, they
delineate an internal logic of thinking within which sound, time, and form are
understood as processes open to continual change. It is further shown that the
social, ethical, and ecological orientatiorLoé | Liangbs work is
nature: music functions as a form of engaged thinking capable of addressing
traumatic experience, collective memory, and contemporary societal challenges.

I n this sense, Lei Li ang 0an artistieetlpioals i t i o
statement inseparable from the responsibility of the artist.

Chapter 3exami nes Lei Liangbs piano wor
integral artistic field in which syncretism manifests itself at the level of listening
experience, the organization of time, and sonic material. It is demonstrated that,
regardless of genre and sgalfrom concise works for one or two performers to
a largescale concertd L e i Liangdbs piano music 1 s ¢
of stylistically autonomous solutions but as a unified process of working with
sound, silence, memory, and the perfarnies bodi |y presence.

In the worksMy Windows(2007) andPiano, Piano(2012), the analysis
foregrounds the processual nature of sound, the rejection of thdraatonic
hierarchy, and the concepts of breath and monophonic polyphony. Here, sound is
understood not as material for development but as an event embedded in a
psychophysical and timbral context; silence acquires the status of an active
formative factor, and the piano is perceived as a coherent acoustic environment.

The intergeneric and intercultural dimension of syncretism iiCtreerto
for Piano and Large Chinese Orchestfeemors of a Memory Chor@011) is
revealed through the integration of different modes of listening, timbral thinking,
and textural organization. As a result, the piano emerges as a carrier of internal

resonances of memory, where the historical, the personal, and the acoussic coe
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without hierarchy. Analysis of the work demonstrates that the interaction between
the European concerto form and cyclical models of temporal organization,
together with the concept of memory as a resonant rather than narrative
phenomenon, takes place withatylistic quotation or external allusion.

A fundament al transformation of t h
evidenced in the piano woilkhe Moon Is Following UE015), in which the turn
toward a folk song and traditional keyboard sound production is combined with
internally assimilated spectral and sonoristic principles. Melody is conceived as a
landscape, and form as a sequence of shifts in listening pergpabiithin the
same context, the study also considers the works for two perforhgaiast
Piano (1999) andWill You Come to My Dream(@017), which delineate the
chronological boundaries of the examined corpus and reveal the consistency of
the composerd6s aesthetic orientations
shared space of action and listening, where sound emerges frometiddaynof
the performersd physical gestur e, resc

The Conclusionssummarize the results of the study and outline directions
for further scholarly inquiry. It is demonstrated that the concept of syncretism in
the contemporary humanities discourse of the twentieth and tfiesttgenturies
extends beyond its historiedéscriptive usage and acquires the status of an
analytical category for the study of musical thinking under conditions of-cross
cultural interaction. Within this framework, the relationship between the Chinese
imagebased, processriented tradition ofxiang thinking and the Western
logicalconceptual model is defined as that of distinct yet internally compatible
modes of organizing artistic experience.

| t i s argued that Lei Li angds ¢ o0mg
intersection of life experience, cultural background, and ethical positioning, and
emerges as a coherent philosophy of creativity in which music is understood as a
form of responsiblesit eni ng to the world. The sys

key authorial concepts (monophonic polyphony, shadows, breath, and
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transformation) demonstrates their function not as a methodological system, but
as parameters of an internal logic of thinking that shapes the character of his
poetics.

The study concludes that Lei Li ang
constitute an integral artistic space for the realization of syncretic musical thinking
at the level of sound organization, form, timbre, and performer interaction.
Changes in genre and khegcal approaches across different works do not disrupt
the internal uni ty of the composer os
continually reactivate it in new acoustic and semantic configurations.

Keywords the music of Lei Liang, contemporary piano music, musical
thinking, twentyfirst-century music, crossulturality, cultural memory, extended

piano techniquessonoristics authenticity, timbre
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